SB                                       NEW   HUMANISM

be the foundation of any revolutionary social philosophy,
can be deduced only from the fact that man is a moral
entity. It has been a time-hanoured belief, which could
not be sustained in practice; now the belief must be re-
placed by the knowledge of a fact: that man is moral
because he is rational. The Universe is a moral order
governed by laws inherent in itself. Man grows out of
that backround.

Ethics must be the foundation of the moral philo-
sophy which is the crying need of our time. In order to
avoid the quicksand of transcendentalism and the pit-
falls of relativity, ethics must be integrated in a general
philosophy. We do not want to build yet another cattle
in the air which will not stand the test of the next storm.
A humanist ethics based on a naturalist rationalism can
be built only on the rock-bottom of a mechanistic cosmo-
logy and physical-realist ontology. Therefore, we must
begin our discussion by examining the problems raised
by modern physics. The next step is to find the connec-
ting link between the world of dead matter and living
nature. It is no longer a missing link; it solves the pro-
blem of the origin of life. If we discover that life origi-
nates in course of the mechanistic process of nature,
human rationality can be deducecj from the background
of the law-governed physical Universe: the imaginary
gulf between physics and psychology is thus bridged and
the most baffling problems of philosophy, the epistemo-
logical problems, are solved. Truth ceases to be a meta-
physical concept:' it stands out as the content of know-
ledge. In the light of the basic nature of truth, the na-